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way. The whole Indian press was in a state of emo-
tional hysteria over the meeting. I felt a little odd
being the only person in our office who did not share
this optimism. So I did not comment on the talks, nor
did I join the pilgrimage which went daily to Jin-
nah's house on Mount Pleasant Road in Bombay, where
the meeting was being held.
One day the news leaked out that the talks had
failed. A journalist got hold of the whole correspond-
ence between Gandhi and Jinnah and a Bombay news-
paper promptly printed it.
I went to my editor again. I asked him if the ban
on me was lifted. In his fed-up mood he indicated that
I could write as I liked.
The truth had to be told by someone. While there
was nothing wrong with the Congress as a political or-
ganization and while at heart it was sound, its per-
sonnel had become intolerant of all other political
opinions, organizations and parties. It almost believed
that the right to fight for freedom was its prerogative
alone.
Nonviolent satyagraha movements had undoubtedly
-made the people more alert. Through them India
had acquired a national consciousness. But the Congress
mistake was to presume that with this awareness there
would also come, as a matter of course, a readiness and
ability to take over power. The trend of Congress
teachings was that freedom must come first and it
didn't matter a damn what followed.
There were other weaknesses and difficulties to be
discerned in the policy and leadership of the Congress*
Nonviolence, great as it had been when enunciated by
the Mahatma, had evolved into a sort of vegetarianism
in politics. It had been difficult to sustain the zest for